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produce a Social Security number in order to 
receive a state drivers’ license. Clearly, the 
American people want Congress to stop in-
vading their privacy. Congress risks provoking 
a voter backlash if we fail to halt the growth 
of the surveillance state. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I once again call 
on my colleagues to join me in putting an end 
to the federal government’s unconstitutional 
use of national identifiers to monitor the ac-
tions of private citizens. National identifiers are 
incompatible with a limited, constitutional gov-
ernment. I therefore, hope my colleagues will 
join my efforts to protect the freedom of their 
constituents by supporting the Freedom and 
Privacy Restoration Act of 1999. 
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Mr. SWEENEY. Mr. Speaker, on the open-
ing day of the 106th Congress, I respectfully 
request that all of my colleagues contact Con-
gressman DUKE CUNNINGHAM’S office to co-
sponsor the Flag Protection Amendment. 

For more than 100 years, Americans have 
crafted laws to protect the American flag from 
physical desecration—until 1989, when on a 
5–4 vote the Supreme Court denied them that 
right to protect the eternal symbol of freedom 
and democracy. 

Across our country, our citizens have voiced 
loud and clear that Congress must enact the 
constitutional amendment that restores that 
right to protect the flag. 82% of Americans 
support it, 49 states have passed resolutions 
calling for it, 310 House Members responded 
in the 105th Congress to pass it, and 61 Sen-
ators cosponsored the Senate bill that came 
just a few votes shy of restoring the power to 
protect the flag that has been denied for the 
past nine years. 

The 106th Congress must follow through 
and make the Flag Protection Amendment a 
reality. 
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Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce legislation to extend the 
moratorium on oil and gas development in the 
Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) off the coast of 
California. This legislation is similar to H.R. 
133 from the 105th Congress. 

Californians strongly favor continuing this 
moratorium. The State of California has en-
acted a permanent ban on all new offshore oil 
development in state coastal waters. In addi-
tion, former Governor Pete Wilson, Governor 

Gray Davis, and state and local community 
leaders up and down California’s coast have 
endorsed the continuation of this moratorium. 

I believe that the environmental sensitivities 
along the entire California coastline make the 
region an inappropriate place to drill for oil 
using current technology. A 1989 National 
Academy of Sciences (NAS) study confirmed 
that new exploration and drilling on existing 
leases and on undeveloped leases in the 
same area would be detrimental to the envi-
ronment. Cultivation of oil and gas off the 
coast of California could have a negative im-
pact on California’s $27 billion a year tourism 
and fishing industries. 

This legislation focuses on the entire state 
of California, and would prohibit the sale of 
new offshore leases in the Southern Cali-
fornia, Central California, and Northern Cali-
fornia planning areas through the year 2009. 
New exploration and drilling on existing active 
leases and on undeveloped leases in the 
same areas would be prohibited until the envi-
ronmental concerns raised by the 1989 Na-
tional Academy of Sciences study are ad-
dressed, resolved and approved by an inde-
pendent scientific peer review. This measure 
ensures that there will be no drilling or explo-
ration along the California coast unless the 
most knowledgeable scientists inform us that it 
is absolutely safe to do so. 

I am proud to be working to protect the 
beaches, tourism, and the will of the people of 
California. I ask my colleagues to join me in 
co-sponsoring this legislation. 
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Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I ask all 
of my colleagues in Congress to join me in 
paying tribute to an outstanding individual, 
Judge James ‘‘Jim’’ Scanlan. Judge Scanlan 
recently retired after serving Harris County 
residents for 21 years on the Probate Court 
No. 3 bench. 

Judge Scanlan, a native of Dallas, landed in 
Houston after he got out of the Coast Guard 
in Galveston and could not afford to make it 
all the way back to Dallas. He worked as an 
elevator repairman while he earned a bach-
elor’s degree and a law degree at the Univer-
sity of Houston. He decided to run for the Pro-
bate Court No. 3 while he was working for the 
Probate Court No. 2. Judge Scanlon won that 
first election and has not faced any opposition 
since. 

While the majority of Jim’s time was spent 
hearing cases on wills, guardianships, and es-
tates, Judge Scanlon also spent two days a 
week for the last twenty one years hearing 
cases dealing with people with psychiatric 
problems. He recalled many humorous situa-
tions, such as the time there were two people 
scheduled on the docket—both claiming to be 
Jesus Christ. But his guiding principle and rea-
son for his success is that he treats everyone 
gently and with respect. 

There have been so many changes in the 
way society deals with mental illness since 

Judge Scanlon first started hearing cases. 
While he marvels at the improvements in med-
icine, he is most proud of the ‘‘miracle that 
happened’’ when Harris County replaced the 
old psychiatric hospital with the Harris County 
Psychiatric Hospital. That change signaled a 
real sense of responsibility that people with 
mental illness need and deserve quality med-
ical care. 

Judge Scanlon’s decision to retire is defi-
nitely a blow to the Harris County community. 
His 21 years of dedicated service will leave a 
legacy for future judges. Those people who 
have found themselves before Judge Scanlon 
are very fortunate to have benefited from his 
dedication and understanding of the law. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in thanking 
Judge Scanlon for his service to Harris Coun-
ty. Those of us who know Judge Scanlon are 
truly grateful for his leadership and wish him 
well in all his future endeavors. 
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Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, the War Risk 
Insurance Program has operated successfully 
for over 45 years. Last year, the program was 
extended to March 31, 1999. This bill would 
reauthorize the program for another four and 
a half years. 

Airline insurance is essential to any airline 
operation. However, commercial insurance 
companies will often not insure flights to high 
risk areas, such as countries at war or on the 
verge of war. 

In many cases, flights into these dangerous 
situations are required to further the United 
States’ foreign policy or national security pol-
icy. For example, in Operation Desert Shield 
and Desert Storm, commercial airlines were 
needed to ferry troops and equipment to the 
Middle East. Commercial airlines would not 
have flown these flights without the insurance 
provided through the War Risk Program. 

I intend to act promptly on this bill so as to 
guarantee that the War Risk Insurance Pro-
gram does not expire. 
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Mr. STUMP. Mr. Speaker, today I am re-
introducing my Declaration of Official Lan-
guage Act, a bill I introduced in the last Con-
gress. This legislation establishes English as 
the official language of government, requires 
that naturalization ceremonies be conducted 
solely in English, repeals the federal bilingual 
education requirements and repeals bilingual 
voting requirements. 

My own State of Arizona is a crossroads for 
people of all sorts of backgrounds. I am re-
minded every day that America, like Arizona, 
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